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TO 
HIS GRACE 
T HE 
DUKE OF LEEDS, 


&c. &c. &c. 


MY LORD, 


* 


] TAKE the liberty of dedica- 
ting to your Grace this rough out- 
line of a Man not unknown in po- 


lite circles. 


Ag—————He 


3 


He enjoyed, for the greateſt part 


of a long life, your friendſhip and 


approbation, and what is equally 


honourable to you both, was as lit- 


tle diſpoſed to ſubmit to thoſe un⸗ 


worthy compliances which are ne- 


ceſſary to ſecure the ſmiles of ſome 


great men, as your Grace was to 


require them. I have two reaſons 
for thus publicly addreſſing you: 


one is, that as truth dictated the 


following pages, you are qualified 


to detect me, if I have deviated 


from it in delineating his character; 


the other is, to congratulate your 


Grace 


«1 LAN 8 W 
e P okay * 


E "OS N 8 
eee e Ee ada 


; 7-3 
; Grace on the additional proſpect of | 
happineſs in your family. A 


J have the honour to be, 


e eee eee GAMES e ee ee eee 


With due deference, = _— 
| oa MY LORD, los 
; _ Your Grace's moſt obedient 


And devoted humble Servant, f 
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Th AT happineſs. is in va ruled 5 
by Providence with an equal hand, and 


that a great portion of human miſery is 


produced by crime and imprudence, the 


Moraliſt and Divine will allow : yet ſurely 


inſtances occur of men, eminently bleſt 


with morals, health, wit, and fortune, who 


have exhibited: painful proofs that thoſe en- 


viable poſſeſſions cannot always be a ſecu- 
rity againſt the “ ſea of troubles” that 


farronads them. 


- — ————__—_———— —————_— — 


TREE 


Tf it ſhould be found, then, that many 


of our /elf-created evils originate rather from 
a neglect of the little than the great duties 
| e of life, if we diſcover that the ſunſhine of 
our days is clouded more by an unaccom- 
madating ſeverity towards the ill qualities 
of others, than a want of good ones in our- 
* ſelves, the remedy 1s eaſy, and, if adopted, 
its effects towards the improvement of ſo- 
cial intercourſe are ſo important, as to lay a 


{trong claim to our attention. 


3 — . —— 2 — — — 
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Such were the reflections poured oh my 
mind by the death of a man whoſe charac- 
ter I have attempted to draw by a flight 


and haſty ſketch in the following pages. 


If, from a peruſal, one perſon ſhall "be. 
induced not to prepare for himſelf a ſtore of 
future diſcontent by too implicit a rehance x 


on the promiſes of the great; if he ſhall 


be prevailed on, however exalted by rank 


oy 

b; 

p 3 

- y 

, 

3 
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5 
or talents to accommodate in innocent trifles, 
to the manners of thoſe around him, and 


in ſome inſtances to ſacrifice his own con- 


venience to the eaſe, or even the prejudices 
of others, he will not have read, nor ſhall 


J have written, in vain. 
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F 
LIFE and CHARACTER 
DR. MONSE L, 


Ke. &c. 


MESSENGER MON SE was born 
in the year 1693, at a remote village in 
Norfolk, of which his father was Rector; 
but at the Revolution, by declining the 
oaths, forfeited his preferment. In one re- 
ow he was happier than the generality of 


nonjur ing X 


— 2 —_— 
—— — 
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nonjuring clergymen, as he had ſome re- 


ſource in a paternal eſtate, which is ſtill in 


the family, and preſerved him from thoſe 
difficulties which too many at that time en- 


' countered, who facrificed intereſt to prin» 


ciple. 


He received a good claſſical education, 


which the old gentleman ſuperintended 


chiefly himſelf, and was removed to St. 


Mary Hall, Cambridge, and after five years 
ſpent at the Univerſity, ſtudied phyſic ſome 
time under SIX BENJAMIN WRENCH at 


Norwich, from which place he went and 


ſettled as a Phyſician at Bury. 


He here experienced the common fate of 


country phyſicians, conſtant fatigue, long 


journies, and an inadequate income. — The 


Writer of this Sketch has heard him con- 
feſs, that, after every exertion of unwea- 
ried application and fair fame, his receipts 


never exceeded three hundred pounds a 


year, 
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year, by efforts which, in an eaſy chariot, 


and in the ſtreets of London, ſecure Dr. 


Warren nearly twenty times the income. 


Wich a ruſty wig, dirty boots, and lea- 


ther breeches, he here might have degene- 


rated into the hum- drum Country Doctor, 


with the common- place queſtions by rote, 
the tongue, the pulſe, and the guinea; his 


merits not diffuſed beyond a county chr 


nicle, and his fame confined to a country 


church yard. 


LorD GopolLrHIx, the ſon of Queen 


Anne s Lord Treaſurer and a daughter of 
Joux the great Duke of MARrLBOROUGH, 


was ſeized with an apopleQic complaint on 


his journey to his ſeat near Newmarket : 


the neareſt medical help was at Bury, and 


nature or Dr. Monſey, were ſo ſucceſsful as 


to ſecure Lord Saal hin 8 life, and his | 


warmeſt gratitude. 


A ſick 


16 71 
Kk dom, and at! a diſtance from | po- 


liſhed” fockery, was a dreary profped, and 5 


paiti was aggravated by the fear of ſolitude ; 
ſo circumſtanced, how happy to meet re- 


lief, and te to find it accompanied with frank 
chearfulneſs, literary talents, and convi- 


vial Wit. 


S 
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LoRD GODOLPHIN was ſingle, not a 


very young man, nor much given to com- 
pany or diſſipation, and he felt an impulſe, 
that attaching himſelf to worth ſo ſuperior 


to the ſituation in which he found! it, would 


afford him a rational companion in his lei- 


ſure hours, and a medical friend, ſo deſi- 
rable in the decline of life. 


During the intervals of illneſs his eſteem 
for the Doctor increaſed; and, after his 
Lordſhip' 8 recovery, his behaviour was ſo 
unaſſuming, and his offers ſo liberal, chat 
he accompanied his patron to the metro- 


polis. 


Nor 
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Nor can a greater contraſt of life be ima- | 
gined; by one of thoſe turns of fortune, 1 
by ſo many neglected, but which are ſaid ; 
to occur to all, from the narrow rural cir- 
q cuit, from the juſtice, the curate, the law- 5 
| yer, and the apothecary, he was depoſited 
| in the metropolis, the region of elegance, 
I the fountain of politics, and the land of 
Se promiſe, 
Nor did he meet with that delayed hope 
ö which is faid to make the heart ſick; for 
| he was treated at Lord Godolphin's as a 
| friend and a companion, introduced to many ; 
of the firſt characters of the age for rank 
| and eminence : among others, Sir Robert : 
1 Walpole aſſiduouſly cultivated his acquain- 
tance, and the late Earl of Cheſterfield al- 
ways acknowledged, with gratitude, the ö 
benefit he derived from his medical aſſiſ- 
tance. 5 N 


1 
He thus trod the pleafanteſt path. of life, 


7 the midway between leiſure and fatigue, 
while friendſhip, poliſhed ſociety, and lite- 
rary amuſement, might be faid to ſtrew it 
wich flowers. >. 

He was made a Fellow of the Royal 8 
. ciety, though his great age for many years 
; paſt prevented his attendance ; and on the 
death of Dr. Smart, Phyſician to Chelſea 


College, he was appointed to ſucceed bim. 


Although Lo RD GoDor vn IN readily em- 


braced every opportunity to forward the 1 in- 


tereſt of his Friend Monſey, as he uſed to 
call him, yet he could not perſuade himſelf 


to loſe his ſociety, which he was fr equently 


heard to declare was the ſolace and cornfort 


of his life. 


And on the Doctor 5 appointment to 


Chelſea, he propured leave for him till to 
: refide 
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reſide | in town, on condition of his viſiting - 


the Hoſpital as occaſion might require. 


He was once in habits of the cloſeſt 3 in- 
timacy with the late David Garrick, whoſe 
faſcinating powers of converſation and ele- 
gant manners were very oppoſite to Dr. 
Monſey* s; who, during a long intercourſe 
with the great and the gay, ever preſerved 


ry plainneſs of behaviour, but, to thoſe who 


remember it, by no means an unpleaſing 


Olle. 


Nor could he ever be perſuaded to facri- | 
fice ſincerity on the ſhrine of abject flat- 


tery : he ſpoke the truth, and, what ſome- 


times gave offence, the whole truth, which 


afforded occaſion to ignorance and malignity 


to cry him down as a cynic; but 1 It ſhould 


be remembered, that his cenſure, though 


ſevere, was generally juſt, and that his 


ſhafts were directed againſt vice, folly, and 


allocation.” 
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1 
This difference of manners between him 
and the Manager -produced a mutual, but 


not unfriendly, exchange of raillery. To 


raiſe a laugh at the Doctor's expence was 
the amuſement of many an hour at Hamp- 
ton. | 


Garrick told him one evening, ac his 


return from performing at Drury Lane, 
that he wiſhed to fee a favourite ſcene acted 


by a performer at Covent Garden, then 
much! in faſhion; that he had flipped from 


his own ſtage ſlily, and truſted an under- 
ling actor, known by the name of Dagger 
Marr * to ſupply for a few minutes his 
place, which was only to ſtand filent and 


aloof, and that he returned time enou oh to 


take his place before it was his turn to 


ſpeak. The Doctor credulouſly ſwallowed 


the ſtory, circulated it with a degree of 


from wonder ; the town enjoyed the joke, 


— 


* TED. n as Meſſrs. Efte and Topham, 


who are wy corel, relats i it. 
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and he was heartily Kaghed at for his 
| ts 


Oo 


Thoſe who knew Mr. Garrick 3 


and loved him; but they knew, and uni- 


verſally confeſſed, that though he eagerly 


ſought and enjoyed a joke at another man's 


expence, he was nettled if 1 it was raiſed at 


his own. Monſey frequently retorted with 


ſucceſs. The little Manager was ſore, and 
lapſed, on a particular occaſion, into an un- 
juſtifiable aſperity of reply, that called forth 
the latent ſpark of reſentment i in his Friend. 


The Bishor or Sopor AvD Man (if 1 


miſtake not, DR. HirDesLEY, who pre- 


ceded Dr. Wilſon) was ſaying that Garrick 


certainly meant to quit the ſtage: « He 
... 6. never will a | Og faid Monſey, oy as 


6 long as he knows a guinea is croſs on 


6600s ide, and pile on che other . _ 


* A proverbial expreſſion in Norfolk. 
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This was induſtriouſly reported. The vio- 


lence with which it was reſented proved 


that it was true; and the long acquaintance 


was cloſed by an anonymous letter ſent by 


Garrick, containing the frequently-quoted 


extract from Horace, 
Abſentem qui rodit amicum, &c. &c. 


A ſentiment which Roſcius ought to have 


been the laſt man to quote, as the eccentric 


oddities of his Friend, as he uſed to call 
them, afforded him a conſtant food, at all 


times, and 1 in all places, f or ridiculous anec- 


dote. 


Intimate friends are ſaid to make the 

moſt inveterate enemies; and Garrick, by 

his repeated and widely-diffuſed farcaſms, 
certainly embittered the enmity. 


— 


Severe recrimination, fomented by the 


interference of officious meddlers, who en- 
ae their el ſubſiſted to the laſt. 
I had 
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I had 'an imperfect ſight of ſome unfi- 
niſhed ſtanzas penned by the Doctor during 
the Manager's illneſs, on which occaſion 


many phyſicians had been called in, 


As ſoon as Garrick died, which Monſey 


did not expect, they were inſtantly deſtroyed, 


and I never could prevail on him to repeat, 


them. 


As they have not been oublifhed, if my 


memory will affiſt me, I ſhall endeavour to 
recollect a part of them : : they prove how 
ſtrongly, 


Haſit lateri lethalis arundo, 


Seven wile phyſicians lately met, 
To ſave a wretched ſinner : ; 


Come, Tom, ſays Jack, pray lets s be cle” 
Or I hall loſe my. dinner. 


The conſultation then begins, and the 
caſe of the patient is ſtated; after which, 
B 4 Some 


OR Eno —— EE Ye 


. [24 } 

| "ome roar'd for rhubarb, jalap ſome, 

* | And ſome cryd out for Dover: 

Ler s give him ſomething, each man ſaid — 
Wh een let's give him — over. 


; jected by one of the medical ſages, who, | 
after ſome reflections on the life and habits ; 
of the patient, declares that he has great | 


ö 5 This deſperate counſel-i is, however, re- 
| : 
| 


confidence 1 in chink; Jing 


Not ary'd up ſkinks, you ninnies ; 
1 The chinking that I recommend 
bf 'S the famous chink of guineas ! 
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[ A humorous. altercation enſues to deter- 
mine by whom this auricular application of 
„ purſe ſhould be made: with a humility 
5 and politeneſs to each other, for which phy- 
i ſicians are ſo remarkable, each declines the 


honour to the ſuperior rank or years of his 
-. > _ neighbour, But the Poet ſhrewdly g gueſſes 
IS Hat this backwardneſs aroſe from the majo- : 
| . rity 
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rity of them not chuſing to erhibit the 


comfortleſs ſtate of their pockets. : 8 


At laſt a phyſician in vogue prides him- 
ſelf on his purſe repleniſhed with guineas, 


which he had weighed, found beavy, and 


not returned to his patients as light: in the 


moment of exultation he exclaims, 


I and my long tails ſeldom fail 


To earn a ſcore a day. 


After due ſolemnity he approaches the 
bed ſide; the curtain is withdrawn, and the 
glittering gold ſhaken at the ſick man's 


ear. 


Soon as the fav rite ſound Ko hen d, S 
One faint effort he tryd: 

He op'd his eyes, he firetch'd his hand, 

He made one graſp, and dy'd. © 


Lon BAT H vainly attempted to recon- 
cile chem: — “ I thank you,” cry'd Dr. 


Monſey ; 
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Monſey; „ but why will your Lordſhip 
ce trouble yourſelf with the ſquabbles of a 
Merry Andrew and a Quack Doctor? 


wes ,”» - 
* 


But the time was approaching when he 
was to loſe his friend, benefactor, and pa- 
tron, Lon D GopoL HIN, who frequently, 
by his recommendation, and often by his 
joint aſſiſtance, raiſed depreſſed merit, and 

relieved obſcure indigence — a trait in his 

Lordſhip's character which a love of eaſe 
would have ſuppreſſed, had not Monſey 
Oy called it forth. 


After a life ſpent more in ſnug comfvrr 
than brilliancy, this N obleman died at a 
good old age, bequeathing the Doctor a 


handſome legacy. His enjoyments were of 
the retired domeſtic kind, his game back- 
gammon, and his favourite book Cibber' 3 


: ny for his own Life. 
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His Lordſhip uſed to relate a converſation 
that paſſed between LADY SUNDERLANDU 
and his Grandmother, which proves the 


old DureHESS oF MARLBOROUGH was not 


entirely ſuch a woman as the malignancy of 


Pope deſcribes, though ſhe gave him a 


thouſand pounds to ſuppreſs the portrait of 


Atoſſa, which a Bisnoe took care to add, 
by Pope's deſire, in the poſthumous edi- 


tion. 


* Amongſt the torrent: of abuſe poured 


60 out on your Grace,” laid Lapy Sum- 5 


DERLAND, ** your worſt. enemies have ne- 


4 ver called you a faithleſs wife.“ — 6 It 


1 great merit, ſaid old 1 


the firſt DUTCHESS OF MARLBOROUGH, as 


ſhe was turning over the papers afterwards - 
ſent to Mallock for her huſband's hiſtory : 
© Tt was no great merit; for I had the. 
| 4 handſomeſt, the moſt accompliſhed, and 


5 braveſt man in Europe for my huſband.” Y 


——* Yet you don't pretend to ſay he was 


„„ without. 
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" A faults,” ſee "he Lady. fe 

land. By no means; I knew them. bet= 

*© ter than he did himſelf, or even than I 

do my own, He came back one day 
from my Poor miſled mi mi refs, Queen Anne, 
« ] believe when he reſigned his commiſ- 
<&. fion, and ſaid he had told her, that he 
. thanked God, with all his faults, neither 
“ avarice-or ambition could be laid to his 
charge.“ Such was the ſenſible anſwer. 
of Sarah: to which ſhe added, I was not 
56 then in a laughing humour; but, at my 
6 Lord's words, I almoſt bit through my 
wh tongue, to prevent wy ſmiling in his 


e Rer. 


De, Monſey was now to retire from St. 


* Iv adjoining to which LorD GoDoL- 
PHIN lived, and to quit the ſplendour, equi- 
” page, and retinue of a Peer, with an agree- 
able circle. of London. friends, for a ſolitary 
apartment at Chelſea, his plate at the hall 


table, his time- piece, and his old woman. 


. 


e 
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It now became "neceſſary for him to call 
forth the fruitful reſources of his own mind, 
to fill up the tedious intervals of a life 
which had hitherto been completely occu- 
pied by the intereſting offices of ne 


by ſcience, and by amuſement, 


In thi is nice point, o produẽtive of crimes 


or of follies in us all, he, in a great mea- 


ſure, ſucceeded, without giving way to ir- 


rational exceſs, by correſpondence in which, 
in a manner peculiar to himſelf, he excelled, 
by his profeſſion, mechanics, ad whi ſt, 

and backgammon, 


The fituation and change of circumſtance 
undoubtedly required a wonderful exertion 


of temper ; nor ought we to be ſurpriſed 


if 1t was injured | in the painful effort. | 


An alteration was ova; the ſtrong 
features of genius and ſterling ſenſe, the 


artic wit, happy alluſion, and well-tuned 


ane cdote, 
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anecdote, were mellowed and improved on 


the canvaſs; but the gentle tints, the deli- 
cate colouring, the morbidezza of refined 
manners, produced by the attrition of ele- 
g gant ſociety, were found to be gradually 


impaired: he poſſeſſed, in high perfection, 


the fortiter in re, but neglected or deſpiſed 
the leviter in modo. 


Vet an inſtance occurred, after he had 


paſſed his eightieth year, in which he uſe= 


fully reproved a friend, without gratifying 


his fatirical talent. 


No one who pretended to underſtand 


Monſey's character can forget that it was 


impoſſible for folly or affectation to paſs in 


bis company undiſcovered, and very ſeldom 


unpuniſhed. 


A young popular clergyman, of a good 


heart and ſound underſtanding, was infect- 
ed with 3 a folemn theatric ode of. 1 


De — 4 


An at 
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at times, accompanied with a mincing, fini- 
cal geſture, bordering on the coxcomb,— 


This foible did not eſcape the eye of his 
friend, WhO knew his worth, and would 


not hurt his feelings; the Doctor therefore 
took an opportunity, when they were alone, 
to cenſure him, and agreed, whenever he 
ſaw the affectio dramatica”” (as he called 
it) coming on, as a ſignal, always to offer 
him his ſnuff-box, with two ſmart raps, to 


prevent his lapſing into ſuch an erroneous 


habit. The gentleman ſpeaks of it to this 
day with gratitude. A viſible 1 improvement 


in his deportment took place, and Monſey 
was very probably inſtrumental in his pro- 
curing, what I wiſh him long to enjoy, 


preferment, and a wife with a good for- 


tune. 


. 


When the Doctor removed t to o Chelſea, 
he found Mr. Ranby, the Surgeon, there, 


a man of ſtrong paſſions, harſh voice, and 


inelegant manners. King George the, Ser 
; cond, 


— IIA” 
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cond, with whom he was a great favourite, 
had appointed him to Chelſea Hoſpital, and 
from the humble capacity in which he is 


ſaid to have ſerved him in another way, 
the old and oft· repeated ſtory ori iginated, of 
= Fat, fair, and forty *. 


The intereſting chat which novelty of 


acquaintance often produces, at firſt appear- 


ed like intimacy between the Surgeon and 
Phyſician ; but this gradually declined into 
indifference, coldneſs, diſguſt, and at laſt, 


on Ranby's ſide, into perſonal outrage. | 


Ever fince the eſtabliſhment of the Hoſ- 
pital it has been the buſineſs of the Phyſi- 
cian to overlook the Surgeon s bill, and if 
he ſaw no reaſon to diſapprove i it, to ſign his 
name as a paſſport for it through the of- 


* He was ſaid to have the honour of occaſionally 
introducing A good - natured dy to the old King. 


A bill 


U 33 J 
A bill occurred which the DoRtor thought 
objectionable, and was ſaid by many to have 


reaſonable grounds for his objections; he re- | 
fuſed his fi ignature. | This Ranby conſider- j 


ed as a reproach on his moral character, and 


as an inſult: mutual ill language took place, 
and the angry Surgeon concluded by ſwears 


ing he would be the death of his opponent 


if he perfiſted i in refuſing to fign the ace : 


count. 


I believe, but am not certain, that Ran- 
by, on this occaſion, was obliged to give 
ſurety for keeping the peace: I know the 
Doctor conſulted the late Lord Chief Juſ- 


tice De Grey (afterwards Lord Walſing- . 


ham) on the ſubject, and I heard his Lord- 
ſhip recommend peace to Monſey, and if 


Ranby repeats his violence, leave me to 


manage him,” were his concluding words. 


The dread of a Chief. Juſtice s warrant ket | 


the hon a little quiet. 
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Lonp CHESTERFIELD told Dr. Monſey 
he had right * on his ſide, but that Ranby's 


connections and influence would carry him 


1 
3 


through it: his Lordſhip was not miſtaken 
— the Board to whom Monſey referred the 


affair dropped it, and the bill was paid. 


This affair Ranby + never forgave ; and 
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a few years after he died from the effects of I 
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In the diſpute petzen Monſey and Ran- | ' 
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by concerning the bill, a melancholy in- | 
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+ Ranby was the only man J ever heard coolly de- 


tend the uſe of laudanum in effecting his deſigns on 
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At the Hoſpital for decayed Seamen at 
Greenwich more than twelve hundred per- 


ſons were provided with advice, phyſic, and 


ſurgery, for ſomething leſs than four hun- 


dred and fifty pounds a year—a trifling ſum, | 
however fully adequate to the purpoſe, when 


compared to the medical and ſurgical de- 


_ partment at Chelſea. 


In the College at that place it was found = 


that Government was at the enormous ex- 


pence of more than two thouſand four 


hundred pounds a year *, beſides providing 


houſes, furniture, a table, coals, and candle. 


When the late Duke of Newcaſtle ap- 
pointed Mr. Graham, ſenior, to this poſt as 
Apothecary, he might probably find it con- 


venient to get rid of a long apothecary's bill 


women, which he confeſſed he had praiſe with 
fucees 


'I ſpeak on an averange of the laſt 14 years. 
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of many years ſtanding, to the amount of a 


thouſand pounds; but ſurely Mr. Pitt or | 
Mr. Grenville have no purpoſes to anſwer | 


in tolerating ſo wanton a waſte of the pub- 


lic money: and as a vacancy in the Sur- 
geon's appointment cannot be far remote, a 


fixed ſalary, without a contingent bill, ſhould 


*3% a4 I” ” þ A; - 4 I p : l 
RE eee PE RENT CONTI 


— 
e 


be ordered by the Board, without injury to 


the preſent poſſeſſors. 4 
It ought to have been premiſed that Che- 7 


ſelden was Surgeon when Dr. Monſey was 
firſt appointed to the Hoſpital : he refded 
not till many years after; during which 
time Mr. Cheſelden died, and Ranby was "i 
appointed to ſucceed him. Cheſelden treat- 
ed him with great attention and civility * 
but was more flattered by having the me- 


chaniſm of his chariot and the ſplendour of 


his equipage admired, than by being told, 
which was really the caſe, that he was the 


firſt Surgeon in Europe. —Pope, whom the 
Doctor often ſaw at his Friend's houſe, 
found 


F371 


found out this ſecret, and profited from it: 


by introducing his name into his epiſtles, 


and, humouring this blameleſs foible, the 


houſe, carriage, and ſervants of Cheſelden 
were always at the Poet”s diſpoſal. 


I have often heard the Doctor mention 
an extraordinary opinion of Mrs. Cheſelden, 
who was a ſenſible, but by no means a 
handſome, woman, and, if I miſtake not, 
the daughter of Mr. Knight, the Caſhier in 


the unfortunate South-Sea Bubble, 


This ſingularity related to the exceſſive 


ſeverity of the criminal code of laws, as it 


extended to. unnatural gratifications *: it 


did not amount to a defence of theſe abo- 


minable practices; but ſhe thought if men 
had ſo bad a taſte, and were ſo abſurd as to 
ſeek amuſement ſo much out of the way, 


that they ſhould be conſidered as fools and 


„Cum hominibus aut feris. 


. madmen; 
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madmen; but that taking away their lives 


was making the puniſhment greater than 


the crime, and unjuſt an idea ſo odd, fo 
inimical to female ſway, to drop from a 
woman, is ſo rare a phænomenon, that I 
could not help (however I may be blamed) 


recording it. 


As age, with its additional cares, came 


on, an aſperity of manners and a neglect of 


decorum was obſerved in Monſey: : it be- 


came the faſhion ſor the young, the deli 
cate, and the gay, to exclaim againſt him 
as an interrupter of eſtabliſhed forms, and 
as a breaker of rhoſe various and minute 
rules which, however trifling they may ap- 
2ar to the Save and the Philoſopher, con- 
tribute eſſentially to the eaſe and comfort of 
modern life. 


The character which «while paſſes under 
the denomination of an oddity, has been 
defined as a man who ſacrifices the good 


opinion 


1 


opinion of others to his own whim and 


conveniency. 


Nor can our Friend be wholly exculpated 
from theſe charges. In his intercourſe with 
mankind he met with ſo many trifling and 


worthleſs characters, that he was apt to ſuſ- 


pect that what ſuch perſons fo much valued 


was beneath bis attention 3 2 but idle, fantaſ- 
tic, vain women, and men like women, 


always excited in him the moſt violent emo- 


tions 0 an ger and contempt, 


He was acquainted with a Clergyman of 


this claſs, a near neighbour, remarkable for 


puerile and filly behaviour, and very much 
in the habit of contradicting the Doctor, 
without learning, or even a ſingle idea to 
ſupport his arguments.— % If you have any 
by faith in your opinion, will you venture a 
Sy | ſmall wager on it?“ — „ cou'd, but 1 


« won't,” was the anſwer.— = 66 « Then you 


C4 4e have 
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© have very little wit, or very little mo- 
Abe * Hey,” ſaid — 


 #XXXXX% %X%%* more famous for his 


eile amours with the caſt· off miſ- 


treſs of a Royal Duke, and the marked 


contempt of his wife, who found ſolace in 


the arms of the fortunate Iriſhman, than his 


military achievements, contributed very 


much to render the Doctor's ſituation un- 


comfortable. It was owing to the follow- 


ing circumſtance: 


This hoaty veteran, who pretends to re- 


form now he is no longer able to fin, was 


in a very illiberal manner abuſing a friend 


of the Doctor 8, in his abſence, as a coward 


and a debauchee, and the Doctor for de- 
fending him. He inſtantly filenced the for- 


mal but empty prater by theſe words :— 


Lou have little right to abuſe him for 


60 gallantry, for you attempted to debauch 


„ his mother; and as to his courage, he 


„ did 


66 
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did not ſtay at home whoring and drink- 
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£ 
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ing, and get his bones broke in a fray 


C 
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under the Piazza, while his regiment 


ae 


«© was cut to pieces in Germany, and then 


& 
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hurry over thither time enough to hear 


* peace proclaimed, bring home infirmities 


* 


6e produced by vice, and boaſt of them as 


& 


* 


the conſequence of wounds received in 


oy 


CE 


the ſervice of his country.” 


It was Monſey's misfortune to launch 


into the boundleſs ocean of metaphyſics, 
where ſo many adventurers wander without 


rudder, ſail, or compaſs. His voyage pro- 


duced the uſual return of doubt, uncer- 


tainty, and diſappointment. To thoſe who 
are infatuated enough to ſacrifice their time 
and attention to ſuch a wild and unprofita- 
ble ſtudy, I think it my duty to obſerve, 


that in the intervals of cool reflection he 


confeſſed a great part of the unhappineſs of 


his life originated from theſe unavailing per- 


plexities. 


As 


3 


- As to religion, after long ſtudy and much 


reading, he was a ſtaunch and rational ſup- 


porter of the Unitarian doctrine, and early 
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imbibed an unconquerable averſion to bi- 
ſhops and eſtabliſhments, to creeds, and to 
| teſts ; but when the Blaſphemous Atha- 


— ͥ —— ä IE 


| „ nafian doctrine” (as he called it) was 
mentioned, he burſt into the moſt vehement "= 


expreſſions of abhorrence and diſguſt. 
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During his abode at Lox D GOpOLEPHIN's, 
he was riding in Hyde Park with a Mr. 


Robinſon, a well- meaning man, who was Sl 
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lamenting the deplorable ſtate of the times, 
and concluded his harangue with faying, 
[| « and, Doctor, I talk with people who be- 
| « lieve there is no God ;” — © And I, Mr. 
5 „ Robinſon, talk with people who believe | 


1 46. there are three. — The frightened Trini- 


tarian immediately ſet ſpurs to his horſe, 


SER ARREST a 


and would never after ſpeak to the author of 
1 ſo prophane a reply. 5 
. 
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It has been ſaid that DEAN Swirr was 


Monſey's model; and as far as ruling the 


company and guiding the converſation of 


thoſe with whom he aſſociated, there was 


a reſemblance. In this department they 
were both rather tyrannical ; for he who 
ſeldom meets with his equal either in parts 


or power in any, is too apt to expect defe- 


rence and ſubmiſſion from all, 


Another axiom of Monſey's brings to our 
minds a imilar, but unfortunate, taſte in 
Swift - —— 


Medico S phi; pho nthil indecens. 
The Author of the Ladies? 7 Dreſſing 
Room, and a man * who produced an al- 


mond which he boaſted had travelled four 


times down his throat, could neither of 


them be very nice, though, according toa 


doctrine of the Dean' s, they both abounded 


in naſty ideas. 


* This the Doctor has frequently exhibited. 
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But Swirr, the patriot of Ireland, the 
lover of laughter, the genius, and the poet, 
Swift was a rank churchman, with all the 
mitred notions of a high prieſt, hierarchy 
and prerogative, and, except where tempo- 
rary popularity led for the moment, was a 
ſtickler for the infamous Sacheverell, a 
Tory, with all the narrow. bigotry of the 
party, an enemy to the civil and religious 
Überties of mankind. 


SwirT's religious intolerancy I ſhall not 
try to prove : be defended it publicly with 
his pen, and complimented ARCHBISHOP 
| (I was going to fay Arch-zealot) King for 
his furious proſecutions in the eccleſiaſtical 
and other Courts for ſpeculative errors in 
doctrine. His paſſion for invading the li- 
berty of the preſs, which he groſſly abuſed - 
himſelf, burſts out frequently 3 in his letters, 
which I quote from memory. In one he 
; fays he has laid one of his antagoniſts by 


the heels at a meſſenger” 8; and for another 


Del | he | 
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[ 45 J 
he has long had a /harp knife and a pillory 


ready for his ears. 


I thank God ſuch language or ſuch treat- 
ment would not be ſuffered in the preſent 
day; and in a man who abounded in wit 
and poignant invective it was mean and un- 
generous: it ſavoured of che argumentum 
baculinum, or club law. 


1 always think the following line very 


Ape to SWIFT, whether baſking in 
the warm ſunſhine of Harley s favour, or 
wielding a deſpotic 8 at the lend of 
the chapter of St. Patrick ; 


Dat Deus immiti cornua curta bovi.” 


There are two well-written letters which 


ſtrongly mark the Dean's character — they 


are in his works; but, after a twenty years 
abſence from the book, I can't point out 
the page. The firſt is to the above-men- 


tioned 
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tioned DR. KING, who, at the Hanoverian 
acceſſion, turned his back on, and tried to 


oppreſs, his old Friend: the other is ad- 


dreſſed to a Lord Palmerſton, a deſcendant, 
I think, of SIR WILLIAM TEMLE“'s. He 


tells his Lordſhip, that his character has not 


bulk enough to be worth cruſhing, and that 
he owes his ſafety to his n/ignficance. 


Swift undoubtedly had a thouſand Gals 


but he poſſeſſed ten thouſand good qualities; : 


and I take this public opportunity, having 
no other, of wholly diſſenting from the in- 
genious Mr. Hayley's theory, which, with- 


out one good argument, but with much 


plauſibility, he aims againit. the Dean in his 


Triumphs of pere 


Na was a Whig | in the moſt liberal 
ſenſe of the word, who, while he valued. 
his own opinion, did not wiſh to enſlave, 


or, rather, enſnare that of another. * He 


* was a friend to a limited monarchy and a 


J 
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«© mixed 
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! 
mixed government, but deteſted thoſe arts 
which render religion a mere government 
machine, to torture and perplex the minds 


of rational and conſcientious men; which 


deprives them of advantages to which all 


have a common right, and holds them 
out to the thoughtleſs accommodating 
herd alone, who determine before they 
are qualified to examine, facrifice con- 
ſcience to intereſt, and fit down infa- 


mous and contented. 255 


Among many who admired and reſpected 5 


the Doctor, was the late Dow a GER Lavy 


Tow NSHEND, and ſhe was ſaid, as far as 


was compatible with being a well-bred wo- 


man, which wit ſometimes made her for- 


get, greatly to reſemble him in converſa- 


tion. He uſed to relate a tolerable, or (as 


you take it) an intolerable, reply ſhe made | 


to the late Lord BaTu at the time he was 


going to be made a Peer. 
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„J have a pain in my fide,” faid Ma. 
PuLTENEv.—“ I don't think you have any 
4% fide,” anſwered LADY TowN8HEND. — 


J have a backſide,” cried PurLTENEY, 


in a pet. — © I don't know that,” faid the 


LADpy inſtantly ; but 8 28 knows 


0 chat your Wife has one.“ 


The Patriot had, I believe, married a 


Mifs or Mas. GUMLEyY, with whom LoR Dp 


BoLINGBROEE had an intrigue; and an of- 


ficial note is extant which he penned in a 


hurry, without a table, in the Lady" s bed- 
chamber, and dated from a very odd , 


LorD BaTH, cough an oppoſer of the 


Miniſter, and very intimate and full of pro- 
feſſions to Dr. Monſey, behaved to him 
Uke an errant courtier; and in. the buſineſs 
of a ſubſcription towards tranſlating the Bi- 
ble into the language uſed by the inhabitants 


of the Iſle of Man, a&ed by no means like 


a Mall 
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a man of ſuch immenſe property as he — 


ſeſſed. 


. ROBERT WALPOLE knew and va- 
lued the worth of his Norfolk Doctor, 


as he called him — he knew it, and neg- 
lected it. 


The PRIME MINISTER was fond of bil- 


liards, at which his Friend very much ex- 
celled him.“ How happens it,“ ſaid SIR 
RoBkERT, i in his ſocial hour,“ that nobody 
« will beat me at billiards, or contradict 

me, but Dr. Monſey.“ They get,” 


{aid the Doctor, „places —I get a dinner 


and praiſe.“ 


The late Dux of GRAFTON Was mean 
enough to put off paying him for a long 
artendance on himſelf and family by pro- 

miſing him a little place at Windlor. 
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15 | 
„take che Uberty to call on your Grace 
< to ſay the place is vacant,” ſaid the Chel- 
ſea Phyſician.— Ecod,” (his Grace had 
not the moſt harmonious voice, and repeat - 


ed this elegant word in a very peculiar man- 
ner) © Ecod I know it the CHAMBER- 


* LAIN has juſt been here to tell me he 


. promiſed it to Jack ——.” — The diſ- 


concerted and never- paid Doctor retired ; 
informed the Lord Chamberlain what paſſed, 
who ſaid, ©* Don't, for the world, tell his 


Grace but before he knew I had pro- 


“ miſed it — here is the letter he ſent me 


«© ſoliciting for à third perſon.” 


Though his Grace's head was not over- 
ſtocked, nature had been bountiful elſe- 


where, which occaſioned his making a re- 


markable wager : I decline relating it, 


though many guineas ere laid on the ſub- 
ject of the bet. This, and an unexpected 


| miſtake a female acquaintance of his Grace's 


made, created a hearty laugh. 
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There was a time when the ingenious 


Mus. MonTaGvg was intimate with him; 


ſo much ſo, as for many years to receive 


from him a poetical compliment on her 


birthday. Whether from his lines at laſt 


not having compliment enough, or from 


his coolneſs with Garrick, their acquain- 


tance declined : he Was always filent on 


the ſubject; though, from what J have 


heard from another perſon, I ſuſpect it was 


owing to an extreme parſimony which has 


appeared in this Lady's conduct ever ſince 


ſhe built the magnificent houſe in Portman 
Square, a building certainly in a ſtyle of 
grandeur and expence beyond her fortune, 


rank in life, and extreme old age *. 


Dr. Monſey was always ſtrangely infa- 


tuated with fears of the public funds, a bug- 


bear that drove him to place his money on 


* She was not far from ſeventy when the building 
began, 
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troubleſome ſecurities, and productive ulti- 


mately of heavy loſſes. He uſed to ſpeak 
: (as loſers always do) feelingly of the vil- 


lainy of a Welch Parſon and a London 
Attorney. 


Experience, for which he paid ſo dear, 
at laſt taught him to put as much confi- 


dence in public as in private faith, and he 


inveſted property to a conſiderale amount in 


the funds. 


It was a prevailing opinion that he was 
avaricious—a charge often beſtowed on pru- 


dence by the fooliſh and profuſe—if he was 


ſo, it was not a principle that pervaded his 


whole conduct; for I have known him, in 


two inſtances, burn a bond for a hundred 


pounds, which he had advanced to induſ- - 


trious tradeſmen, who were able, but would 


have been diſtrefled, to repay it. 


L 3% 

A neighbour | of the Doctor S, poſſeſſed 
of a hom ſinecure, uſed to be fond of ridi- 
culing him in all companies for bis mean i 
neſs and love of money, though the Doc- 
tor profeſſed and proved himſelf a friend on 
all occaſions to him and his wife: he at- 
tended them both at different times, for 
ſome years, without a fee being thought of 
or offered; and on one occaſion, at ſome 
diſtance from town, when the Doctor 8 
chaiſe hire coſt him ſeven guineas, after 
ſome time, this abuſer and practiſer of ſor- 
did actions ſent his Friend a ten-pound Bank 
_ which Monſey directly returned, ſay- 
ing, That the attentions of a Friend can- 
not be repaid with noney; adding, © if 
che had ſent me a piece of plate worth 
“ forty ſhillings, 1 ſhould have thought 
«© myſelf obliged to him.” 5 | 


This ſame Friend, in another inſtance, 
where the payment of rent for an outhouſe 
Was to be left to his . ty, paid Monſey 

D3 thirty 


1 
thirty ſhillings a year for what a man who 
was not his friend uſed to pay five — 
per annum. 


4 Chdius accuſat Mæc bos.“ 
In advancing ſums to aſſiſt inferior tradeſ- 


men he was ever ready — often with little 


proſpect of ſeeing the money again. 


Not long before his death he advanced a 


ſervant, retiring from a gentleman's ſervice, 


a hundred pounds to ſet him up in buſineſs. 


The tradeſman applied to his maſter to 


aſſiſt him, a finical delicate woman's man, 
who trembled at a breeze: he generouſly 
lent him twenty pounds, which he made 


him repay in a fortnight. I have heard the 


performer of this generous action exclaim | 


againſt the Doctor as A miſer and a brute. 
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This “ Bug with gilded wings ” would 
laviſh treble the ſum on a ſqueaking eunuch, 


or new furniture for his phaeton, in which 


he was often afraid to ride. Nature cer- 


e tainly at firſt deſigned him for a woman,” 
ſaid Monſey, in a ſurly hour, but was 


“ unwilling to diſgrace the ſex : to chuſe a 


cc 


« was ſettling a jointure for one of his 


0 daughters, or debating on | the purchaſe 


« of an eſtate,” 


During a prevailing general illneſs in the 


Doctor's neighbourhood, all intercourſe with 


this family was interdicted by a very ſerious 


letter ſent to him. A correſpondence by 


letter was admitted; but even the /etter was 


to paſs quarantine for a night and a day, or 
to be bleached, (as the Doctor uſed to call 
it.) If he met them in his poſt chaiſe on 
the road, the glaſſes of their coach were 


D4 carefully 


coat, or determine a pattern for his waiſt- 
« coat, is the ſedulous but fatiguing buſi- 
«« neſs of a day. I uſed to aſk him if he 


56 J 


aarefully and cloſely ſhut up, and a waving 


of hands was the only perſonal civility that 


paſſed between intimate friends for ſeven 


months. 


« We are afraid of you, Doctor; you 


5 


e come from a fick room,” exclaimed the 3 
Petit Maitre. You often make me ſick,” , 


ſaid Monſey, but never afraid.“ 


As the Doctor advanced in years, an irre- 
gular ſtop in his pulſe gave him much 


alarm, and he applied to Sir George Baker 


and Dr. Heberden on the occaſion. Of | 
this laſt gentleman's medical ſkill he often | 
expreſſed the higheſt opinion. if 


They at firſt concurred with him in ſup- 


poſing that it aroſe from ſome of the great 


veſſels of the heart growing bony, which 
is ſaid often to happen in old age; but they 


afterwards altered their opinion when 1t was 
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only at intervals; obſerving very juſtly, 
that if the cauſe had been of ſo local a na- 


ture, the effect would have been permanent 


FE 1 


and regular “. 


His health for twenty years before his 
death had been ſubject to frequent attacks; 
his nights reſtleſs and uneaſy. This, with 


| ſome heavy pecuniary lofles before men- 
tioned, and the ill uſage of ſome of his 
near neighbours, viſibly ſoured his temper, 


added ſuſpicion and acrimony to his beha- 


viour and converſation ; and his minute at- 
tention to ceconomy, which he took no 


pains to conceal, occaſioned his enemies to 


remark that he grew too fond of a guinea, 


Had I pretended to, or been qualified for, 
perfect biography, I ſhould ere now have 
' obſerved, that, before he quitted Bury, he 


* On opening his body, this, however, appeared 


to be the cauſe; yet his pulſe at times being natural, 


is ſtill not to be accounted for. 
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1 
married a widow with a handſome jointure, 
who died and left him one daughter. This 
lady was married to a gentleman of a repu- 
table mercantile family in the City, and is 


now a widow with a numerous family. 


Dr. Monſey was certainly bound to attend 
to theſe children by every tie of tenderneſs 


and duty, which he fulfilled perhaps to a 


fault, and has amply provided for them 1 in 
addition to their father's fortune. 


If his parſimony in many inſtances dege- 
nerated into meanneſs, if his mode of life 
was not equal to his fortune, let it be re- 


membered that he was conſtantly obſerving 


the lamentable effects of diſſipation; that 
he had the warmeſt affection for his daugh- 


ter, a purſe to aſſiſt the unfortunate, and an 
amiable reaſon for his weakneſs. 


He was frequently anxious, in his ab- 


fence from his apartment, for a ſafe place 
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in which to depoſit his caſh and notes: K 


bureaus and ſtrong boxes he was conſcious 


had often failed in ſecurity. Previous to a. 
journey into Norfolk, during the hot wea- 
ther in July, he choſe the fireplace of his 
[ | fitting room for his treaſury, and placed 
| 


Bank notes and caſh in that unuſual ſitua- 
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[ tion under the cinders and ſhavings. On 
| his return, after a month's abſence, he found 
1 his old woman preparing to treat a friend or 
two with tea, and, by way of ſhowing her 
reſpect for her gueſts, the parlour fire place 
was choſen to make the kettle boil, as ſhe 
4 never expected her maſter till ſhe ſaw him. 
| The fire had juſt been lighted, when her 


maſter arrived in the critical minute : he 


[ ruſhed, without ſpeaking, to the pump, 
where luckily a pail of water was, and de- 
luged the whole over the fire, and the balf- 


drowned woman, who was diligently em- 


{ ployed in removing it. His money was 
i fafe ; but the notes, if they had not been 


wrapped in thick brown paper, would 1 ine · | 


vitably 
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vitably have been , deftroyed. Sufficient 
fragments were preſerved to enable the 
Doctor, with ſome official difficulty, to get 
paid at the Bank. ; 

It has been obſerved, that he whom many 
diſapproved muſt have ſome radical defects; 
and Monſey's not being generally liked at 
Chelſea, has been adduced in ſupport of 
the argument. An ceconomiſt and a re- 
former of abuſes is ſeldom a popular charac- 


ter: to this another reaſon may be added. 


He came to Chelſea from a circle of 


friends exalted in rank and family, and in ge- 


neral adorned with uſeful or polite learning. 


He was placed in an Hoſpital of Inva- 


lids, the domeſtic officers of which, accord- 


ing to the deſign of the inſtitution, ſhould 
have been filled by diſabled or diſbanded 


officers, a well- earned retreat for the brave 


and unfortunate. 
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[ 61 ] 
The Temple at Jeruſalem was 3 meant for 
a houſe of prayer, but converted into a den 
of thieves: and the College at Chelſea, 
which ought to have been devoted to na- 
tional charity, was over- run by the valets, 
grooms, or election jobbers, of a Fox x] a 


RUSSEL, or a RIGBY. 


By this prepoſterous miſapplication of 
. public rewards, a man, by ſhaving the Pay- 
maſter, bruſhing his coat, his ſhoes, or mar- 
rying his miſtreſs, became the companion of 
a General, a Knight of the Bath, a Phyſi- 


cian, and a Divine. 


To men ſprung from the dregs of ſo- 
ciety, frequently elevated for obſequiouſ- 


neſs, folly, or vice, ignorant + and ſelf con- 


* The firſt Lord Holland. 


| *+ © So you are one of the venal electors of 
65 „ ſaid Monſey. — © I never had the diſorder 
« in my life,” ſaid the Freeman, underſtanding that 
he meant venereal, - TE rr fol 


ceited, 
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ceited, can we wonder that Monſey repaid 
inſolence with ſatirical invective and con- 


tempt 2 
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But real and unaſſuming merit, in the 
pooreſt and loweſt ſituations, he treated with 
good nature and winning familiarity: the 


gratitude he experienced from patients of 


CPC 


this claſs he ever ſpoke of as the moſt gra- 
tifying fee, and was the laſt man to ar 


rogate adventitious merit from family con- | 


nection or intellectual excellence. 5 — 


By way of ridiculing family pride, he | 
uſed to confeſs that the firſt of his anceſ- 


tors of any note was a Baker and a Dealer : 


in Hops, a trade which enabled him with 


ſome difficulty to ſupport a large family 


To procure a preſent ſum he had robbed 


bis feather beds of their contents, and ſup- 
plied che deficiency with unſaleable hops. b 
In a few years a ſevere blight univerſally . 

N N prevailing, 


191 
prevailing, hops became very ſcarce and | 
enormouſly dear, the hoarded treaſure was 
| ripped out, and a good ſum procured for j 
N hops which, in a plentiful ſeaſon, would — |} 
not have been ſaleable; and thus,” the ! 
Doctor uſed to add, our family hopp'd l 
1 from obſcurity.” 


He uſed. to ſpeak highly of the preſent 
Doxx of Lnevs for being diveſted of this 
| flalſe family pride, and related the origin of : 
| the OSBORN family from the Duke's own 
mouth at his table. 
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* M. family,” ſaid the Duke, “ deduces 
4 Cee 1ts Origin from Jack Oſborn, the Shop 
ö 6 Boy of a Pin Maker on London Bride ge, 
i in the reign of one of the Henrys. The 
cc only daughter of his maſter fell from A 
. window into the Thames: : the lad faw 

6 her ſituation, and reſcued her. Some 

„ years after the young lady had many no- 
« ble ſuitors; but Jack won her, ſaid 
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[ 64 ] 
ce the old Citizen, 5 and he ſhall wear 


cc her.“ 


The Doctor, in his viſits at the Duke's, 
occaſionally ſaw the late Marchioneſs of 


Carmarthen, and from her attention to her 


children, and ſeeing a woman of ſo exalted 
a rank making or mending ſome of the 
clothes of an infant to which ſhe had been 


giving ſuck, he uſed to foretel ſhe would 


be an excellent wife : the event proved the 
Doctor miſtaken in his prophecy, as ſhe 
became too faſhionable a one. 


May the Marquis, in his recent nup- 


tials, derive, as 1s not unfrequent in life, 


happineſs and peace even from angu; iſh, and 


have no reaſon to diſtruſt the motto of a 


noble Lord *. 


It was (I believe, but am not certain) at 


the table of the DukE of LEEDS that our 


* Crede Byron. 


Chelſea 
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1 | 
Chelſea Phyſician ſometimes met LRxONID As 
GLovER, who ſoon after married a lady of 
an athletic make and conſtitution, and then 
made a rural excurſion. 


% Have you ſeen GLOVER ſince his 
marriage, faid an acquaintance: © 1 
« fear he is loſt.” “ No,” ſaid Monſey ; * 
e but I hope he has not periſhed, like his 


hero, in the Straits of Thermopngiee..” 


I have ſaid that he occaſionally amuſed 
himſelf in rhyme, and 1 have ſeen a long 


Poem, in doggrel verſe, in which many 


humorous fallies and laughable ſtories o- 


gur; but it was not remarkable for clear- 


nieſs of language, cloſeneſs of connection, 


or delicate expreſſion. This performance, 


for a reaſon I am not acquainted with, he 


called eg 15 and it is ſtill extant. 


As an excuſe for Hflening to the Goddeſs 
of N onſenſe, whom he invoked as his 


E Mule, 


+. 66 1 


Maſe, he uſed to plead long confinement 
from the gout in both his thumbs—an unac- 
countable reaſon, I confels , for ſeeking, or 
at leaſt being able to find, amuſement with 
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But at the age of eighty- four he addreſſed 
a copy of verſes to Miſs Berry, a young 
lady who, if 1 recollect right, lived at Chiſ- 
wick—a poetical effort which Pope need not 
bluſh to own: — but who, with the feel- 
ings of a man, could behold Miſs Berry 


without love, emotion, and deſire ! | 
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He was not much in the habit of exer- 
ciſing his pen either on medical or miſcella- 


neous ſubjects for public view. 7 : 
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An account of his drawing up, of a man 
whoſe body was bliſtered whenever the ſun 
ſhone upon it, has been publiſhed, with the 

Doctor's ſucceſsful mode of treatment. 


* 4 
wt 


And 


„ 
And my medical readers may polibly res 
collect a deſcription he gave, in ſome pe- 
riodical publication, of the caſe of Mr. ; 
Fraine at Chelſea, a being marked by fate : 
for horrible and hideous nervous affection, = 
for a family deſtroyed in their bloom by 


ſuicide, and for his own untimely death. 


His ſon, an amiable young man, in the 
memory and (I truſt) the eſteem of many 
of my readers, deſtroyed himſelf before his 
| glaſs f in the Temple ſoon after his return 
from his travels, becauſe he hinted to his 

father, that as he had educated him as a 


gentleman, he ought to ſupport him as one, 
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| and received in return abuſe and cruelty. 
The daughter, the very character drawn by 


Marmontel in Agathe, in the Connoifleun 
whoſe eyes ſpoke love and benevolence, 
whoſe heart was the ſeat of tenderneſs and 

ſentiment, put an end to her exiſtence ſoon 

after a marriage ſhe was feixed into with one 


man, wh ile her heart was with another. 
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Not long after, 7h16 father received a blow 


on his head as he was haſtily getting out of 


a. coach, of which, in a few hours, he 


died. 


* 


The effects of the diſeaſe, deſeribed by 


Monſey in the caſe he publifhed, were, a 
ſhocking wolf. like yell, agonizing pain, at- 
tended with diabolic diſtortion of counte- 


nance; none of which could be relieved 


but by the conſtant application of the hand 


of an attendant to the upper and back part | 
of his head, which was in all places, and 


on all occaſions, unceaſingly ſtroked or 
tapped. 


Such an accumulation of perſonal and 


domeſtic calamity, on any other man, would 


have the ſtrongeſt claim to our py — his 


children ce rtain have to our tears. 
| * 


The father, a man of conſiderable for- : 
tune, very much increaſed 1 it by firmly ad- | 
| hering ; 
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hering to @ rule, which was never to pay 
any debt till obliged to it by a courſe af 
law, in which he was ſo well verſed as to 


evade or terrify a number of claimants ; — 


it would be ſevere to ſay he deſerved ſuch 


evils. 


. Monſey, as a Phyſician, was of the old 


Boerhaavian ſchool, and adhered to rules 


which he uſed to ſay he had ſanctioned by 
fifty years trial ; of courſe he either knew 


not or neglected the acknowledged improve- 


ment of the moderns both in theory and 


practice. But Sir George Baker and Dr. 
Heberden can bear witneſs to the frequency 


of his happy prognoſtics, his minute and 


accurate delineation of ſ{yraptorns, and his 


undeviating : attention to nature. 


That he was a naſty dog, wore a dirty 
ſhirt, and was fond of contrayerva, is the 
utmoſt that the malignity of os could ; 
object againſt him. 
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«© Thou, Nature, art my Goddeſs,” he 
uſed to fay ſhould be the Phyſicians' motto. 


The medical authors he moſt attended to 
were Hippocrates, Boerhaave, Friend, Simp- 
ſon (of St. Andrew's), and Sydenham. 


In polite literature, Horace and Juvenal &, 
Swift and Pope, claimed his Rrongelt ap- 
probation. 


Of Horace's productions, the Ode begin- 
ning Ulla ſi juris tibi pejerati,” and the 


* A tranſlation of the other Satires of Juvenal, by 
Dr. Johnſon, is ſaid to be in the hands of one of his : 
friends; if ſo, 
| | Quorſum 1 tam putida, 
would not publiſhing them be rendering the Public a 
more efſential ſervice than ſetting us to ſleep by dull 
biography, detailing childiſh anecdotes, publiſhing 
the delirious wanderings of dying ſuperſtition, or ſur- | 
feeiting us with the offenſive and garbled journal of an 
old man's ſick room 2 IT 


Satires 


PT. 
Satires where Davus and his Maſter appear 
in dialogue, he moſt admired. 
& Adde quod horam tecum non oe pote . 


0 © Teque-ipſum vitas fugitivus ut erro,” 


he often and emphatically repeated. 


Of Juvenal, the Satire beginning with 


Omnibus in terris,” and in Pope, the 
Eſſauy on Criticiſm, he peraſed with moſt 


pleaſure. 


With the Tranſlator of Homer, as Dr. 
Warton 'thinks, or, rather, as in his firft 


volume he did think, he conceived that 
good poetry ceaſed. 


He was highly gratified with the peruſal 


of Gibbon's Hiſtory, and waited on him to 


thank him for the pleaſure and inſtruction 


he received. The Hiſtorian received him 


with Honey. and, ater a rainy of ſub- 


Eq — — 


1 
on the carpet. Mr. Davis,” faid Gibbon, 


„ accuſes me of not having a ſufficient | 


* number of books: if he will call any 
% day, when JI am not at home, the ſer- 
& vant ſhall ſhew him my library,” — Mr. 
Gibbon entered into the conteſt with Davis 
very reluctantly. I was forced into it,” 
he would fay ; © but I think it very hard, 
« after declining the maſſy polemic club of 
4 a Horſley, and the fine-edged blade of a 
«© Watſon, to encounter the ruſtic cudgel 


«of Davis. 


a 


Mandeville's Fable of the Bees he often 
read, a book which, ſrom the peculiar 
wording of its ſecond title, and from the 


- outery at firſt made againſt it, has rouzed 


* Though Mr. Davis once forced the Writer of 
this Sketch into a perſonal diſpute, he cannot help 
paying this poſthumous tribute to a man who, with 
all his faults, was ſtrongly. endowed with claſſical 


learning, critical acumen, and A comprehenſive eccle- 
Faſtical Se 


the 
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the groundleſs fears of the zealous, and, 
like many other books, attained an appa- 
rent conſequence to which it is by no means 
entitled either for novelty or dangerous ten- 
dency. OT: 


The tenet of Mandeville, as old, I be- 
lieve, as the Chriſtian æra, was merely 
this :—Frovidence ſeverely puniſhes wicked 
men, but at the ſame time extracts advan- 
tages even from their vices. Is it credible 
that a doctrine ſetting Divine wiſdom and 
policy in the higheſt point of view, ſhould 
have been preſented by a Grand Jury, and 
furiouſly attacked by a B18Hoy ? ? 


Mandeville inherited cunning by his : 
Dutch extraction. His father had fled from 
Holland, becauſe, in a popular commotion, 
he had pointed out to an exaſperated mob. 


where there were cannon, with which they 
might ſoon level the houſe of a concealed, | 
but unpopular, Burgomaſter,— % We know | 
« be 


1 

* he is in the houſe,” ſaid the Boors, 
but can't find him, fo let's ſet it on fire.” 
-— * He'll eſcape in the ſmoke and confu- - 
ſion,“ ſaid old Mandeville: <« level the 
houſe into a heap of ruins with your 
+ great guns, and the bird cannot eſcape.” 


His advice was inſtantly fallowed. 


Mandeville (I ſpeak of the Author of that 
name) had the art of adopting alirming, 
and of courſe ſaleable, titles for his works, 
ſuch as Private Vices public Benefits, The 
Virgin unmaik'd, A Defence of public 
Stews, and An Attack on charitable Foun- 
dations ; in this laſt, though he carries his 
_ doctrine too far, his arguments are general- 
ly right, and his deductions proved by late 

experience to be juſt. 5 


A particular apartment at Dr. Monſey's 
was devoted to mechanics, which diſplayed. 


a confuſed. collection of pendulums and 


wheels, 


1 
wheels, nails and ſaws, hammers and chi- 
ſels. | 


As long as age and fight allowed, in this 
receſs he moſt days amuſed himſelf, and 
was particularly pleaſed in executing for 
himſelf, and even others, any neceflary 


joiner's Work. 


It was always his pride to have an excel- 
lent watch, and a good clock: he poſſeſſed 
a time- piece of great value and exquiſite | 


- workmanſhip, partly put together by Mr. 
Barber. 


To two of his favourite clocks he had a 
; ſtring, which he could pull as he lay in bed; 
and when he could not ſleep, which latterly 


was too often the caſe, it was his amuſe- 


ment to have recourſe to his nocturnal com- 
panions, and count the tedious hours. A 
miſchievous rogue, juſt as the Doctor was 
going to bed, put a feather into each of the 


clocks 
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clocks and ſtopped them. In the night, the 
old friends, in ſpite of all the Poctor's ap- 
plications, were both ſilent: he rung his 
bell, inſtantly got up, called his ſervants, 
and the houſe was in confuſion. The re- 


mainder of the night was ſpent in ſearching 


for and removing the cauſe of this misfor- 


tune; but the wag was forbidden his houſe 


for ever. 


The mode he W 957 drawing his 


own teeth Was uncommon : : it conſiſted in 
faſtening a ſtrong piece of catgut round the 
affected tooth firmly; 8 the other end of the 


catgut was, by means of a ſtrong knot, 
faſtened to a perforated bullet ; with this a 
piſtol was charged, and when held in a pro- 
per direction, by touching the trigger, a f 


troubleſome companion and a : difagreeable 
 operajion were evaded. | 


Though he fed to duke that he never Y 


knew this operation attended with any il! 


conſequence, 


E 
conſequence, yet he ſcarce ever met with 
any body to adopt it, notwithſtanding his 
frequent perſuaſions. 


A perſon, whom he fancied he had per- 
ſuaded to conſent, went ſo far as to let him 
faſten his tooth to the catgut; but then his 
reſolution failed, and he cried out luſtily 
that he had en his mind: — “ But I 
have not, ſaid Monſey, holding faſt 
the ſtring, and giving it an inſtant and 
ſmart pull; * and you are a fool and a 
« coward for your pains.” The tooth 1 was 
immediately extracted from the mouth of 
the reluctant, but not diſappointed, pa- 
tient. - ” 


He uſed to ridicule his neighbour, Mr. 
Hingeſtone, for aſſerting that the nave of a 
wheel, in the motion of a car riage, turned 
twice every time the circular part in which 
the outer end: of the ſpokes are fixed turned 15 

; Though 


1 0 1 

Though very different in front to Dr. 
Monſey, yet, if you followed Hingeſtone, 
there was a reſemblance in wig, ſtoop- 


ing, &c. 


6 I; that Dr. Monſey ?” ſaid A Gentle- 
| man of Chelſea, who took him for the 
Doctor as he paſſed the window.—* 1 hope : 

4e not,“ ſaid Hingeſtone, turning round as 


_ he ſpoke. 


1 This Gentleman never forgave him, Mon- 
ſey uſed to ſay, for cautioning him againſt | 
Ranby's deſigns on his wife. Y 


* Such, with all his foibles, was Monſey; 
| but the time was rapidly approaching when 


: infirmity clouded his faculties, when the 
eye that enlivened and the car that liſtened 


to his friend began to fail, narrative old age 


1 came on, and languor, pain, and petulance, 
|| ſucceeded to wit which ſer the table on a 
| | roar, 


1 
roar, and fallies of ironical ſarcaſm which 


no © power of face” could reſiſt. 


He had exceeded the age of man ; the 
e of his century was at hand; 
and he declared in the querulous voice of 
decrepitude, that he had outiives his plea- 


ſures and his friends. 


The world was to him a deſert ; he was 
in a degree a ſtranger and alone; and, to 
uſe his own words, he was tired of life, 
but, like many fools and many philoſo- 
phers, afraid to die. | 


The edge of the ſword had cut through 
the ſcabbard, the candle had burnt to the 
focket, and the Writer of this Sketch = felt 
his convulſive graſp, caught his dying 
0 look, and heard that figh which 1 is re- 
<« peated no more.” 


Ir 


x performed on himſelf. 
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Tt has been the faſhion to ridicule and 
cenſure that part of his will which directed 


his body to be ſent to the anatomiſt after 


death; his reaſon for this was plauſible, and 


I think juſt. 


In the courſe of his practice he had often 


and ſtrenuouſly recommended the opening 
the bodies of patients who had died of re- 
markable complaints, a conduct for which 
he had been groſſly abuſed by the ignorant 
and uninformed. He had, therefore, al- 


ways determined to convince his enemies 


that what he had ſo frequently adviſed for 


his patients he was very willing to have 


As a Biographer, without a view to im- 


provement, performs a nugatory taſk, and 


his readers at beſt have but unprofitable 


amuſement, the life of Monſey may .per- 
haps afford a not unuſeful leflon to young 


$- GA | | 
7 8 and 


E 


and enterpriſing men of genius and learn- 
ing. 5 


He had been e in a — 
which, even in the country, might have 
rendered him, if not a brilliant, an uſeful 
and reſpectable member of ſociety. 


Rouſed by the enticing voices of ambi- 
tion, luxury, and eaſe, he deſerted the poſt 
in which Providence had placed him: he 
ruſhed on che wings of hope to the metro- 


— 


polis. | 


Endowed with ſtrong 8 poſ- 
N ſeſſed of no ordinary ſhare of knowledge 
both of books and men, he took a fatirical 
turn, and attempted to correct ſhabby enor- 
mity, to reform the abandoned, the imper- | 
tinent, a and the vain. 


After a pauſe, let us aſk the following 5 


queſtions: — Did he in general effect his 


F. purpoſe 2 


(8 1 
purpoſe ? — Does it appear that his change 


of ftuation advanced him on the road of 


happinefs! — Did his rare talents elevate 


him to any great or lucrative employment | ? 


— Did his learning and powers in conver- 
ſation make him more feared or loved? 
In a word, Did they contribute to ſmooth 
his paſſage through life? — After conſider- 
ing theſe queſtions, the humble man may 
perhaps look up with thankfulneſs to Pro- 


vidence for bleſſing him with content, and 
the ignorant and unlearned ceaſe to com- 
plain of not being initiated! in thoſe dange- 
rous arts which ſo often tend to diminiſh 


_ the: happineſs of our neighbours as well as 


ourſelves. - 


To conclude— Dr. Monſey had ſtrong 


paſſions, pointed wit, and a lively imagina- 


tion: his curioſity was ardent, inſatiable, 


and often troubleſome; but then his com- 


munication was rapid, copious, and inte- 
reſting: :- he poſſeſſed a vein of humour, 


rich, 


rich, luxuriant, and (as is the nature of al} 
humour). ſometimes groſs, and ſometimes 
6 inelegant. 


If I may be permitted to borrow an allu- 
ſion, I would ſay his wit was not the keen, 
ſhining, well-tempered weapon of a Sheri- 
dan, a Courtenay, or a Burke — it was ra- 
ther the irreſiſtible maſſy ſabre of a Coſ- 
ſack, which, at the ſame time that it cut 
down by the ſharpneſs of its edge, demo- 
liſhed by the weight of the blow. 


To theſe qualities were added deep pene- 
tration and an incredible memory, which 
poured forth, in an unexhauſted flow of 
words, the treaſure of paſt years, which 
at times, like other rreaſures, was not with- 
out its droſs He was a ſtorehouſe of anec- 
dote — a reſervoir of good things — a living 
chronicle of paſt times. 


ä r 


* 


8 
2 Sa 


— ” 
— 


Fr 
* _ 
” , FI 


— S — — 3 I — » 


„ „ Wi Ry — 


19 
194 
wv A 
. 
1 
EY 
11 
* 


[ 84 J 


Fis faults he either would not or could 


not conceal; they were prominent — a vi- 
tiated taſte, a neglected dreſs, unſeemly de- 


portment, and diſguſting language. 


His treatment of the eſtabliſned clergy, 
who neither gave or received quarter from 
him, was UNforgivings and by no means 
liberal. 1 


Vet, after all, let not the Courtier, the 


Philoſopher, or Chriſtian, be too ſure, that, 

ſituated and uſed like Monſey, he would 

have acted a different part, or quitted 0 
ſcene with more approbation. 
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I T has been ſuggeſted to me by a literary 
Friend, that the Will of Dr. Monſey ſhould 


be taken ſome notice of. 


Without pointing out the unintereſting 
impertinence of diſplaying family concerns 
to the public eye, and diving into cabinets 
for domeſtic intelligence, it may be ſuffi- 
cient to obſerve, that he has left the bulk of 
his fortune, amounting to about ſixteen 
thouſand pounds, to his daughter for her 
life, and afterwards gives it by a long and 


complicated | entail to her female deſcen- 
dants. _ 


He mentions a young lady with the molt 
laviſh encomiums on her wit, taſte, and 


elegance, 
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elegance, and bequeaths her an old battered 
ſnuff- box, ſcarcely worth ſixpence. 


He mentions another young woman, to 
whom he ſays he meant to have left a le- 
gacy; but that he has diſcovered her to be 
a pert, conceited minx, with as many af- 
fected filly airs as a fooliſh woman of qua- 


lity, which induced him to alter his mind. 


| He bequeaths his body for diſſection; an 
old velvet coat to one friend, and the but · 
tons to another; inveighs forcibly againſt 
Biſhops, Deans, and Chapters, and gives 
annuities to two Clergymen who had re- 
ſigned their preferment on account of the 
| Athanafian doctrine. 
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THE END, 


